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More than 40 years have passed 
since my father, Mick Vawdrey, first 
ventured into the transport equipment 

industry with the launch of a small body 
building workshop in the Melbourne suburb 
of Braeside, and I am proud to say that we 
are still as determined to change the face of 
Australian transport as he was back then. 

It is our goal to not only supply Australian 
transport businesses with reliable equipment 
that will help them get the job done as 
efficiently as possible, but to help them re-
invent the concept of road transport over and 
over again. While we help them achieve one 
milestone, we already think about the next 
one – constantly challenging the status quo on 
behalf of those who keep our nation moving.

Our venture into the Performance Based 
Standards (PBS) market is a case in point. We 

wanted to explore what was possible outside 
the norm, where innovative engineering and 
future-oriented thinking fuse to create trailing 
equipment that has not been seen before. 

Like with everything we do, we committed 
to the PBS scheme wholeheartedly and have 
become Australia’s foremost PBS specialist. 

While the PBS scheme has gained traction in 
the truck-and-dog market first, it was Vawdrey 
who helped it break out of that niche and find 
acceptance in the wider transport community. 

The fact that we now see quad-axle vans 
and 30-metre container combinations out on 
the road – all promising more productivity at 
the price of a special assessment process 
– is also an achievement of our tireless 
engineering team here at Vawdrey. 

It’s exciting to see the company that my 
father founded continuing to innovate, with 

the same commitment to quality and customer 
service excellence that he became so renowned 
for when he first started out in the industry. 

With the half-century mark now firmly in 
sight, we are more committed to innovation than 
ever before and confidently claim leadership 
in the field of Australian 
trailer technology. Visit 
us at our stand to make 
up your own mind and 
let us help you improve 
your transport business.

THE PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE
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Productivity will always be at the forefront of Dairy Transport & Logistics’ operation 
– which is why the refrigerated transport specialist has invested in Vawdrey’s new 
26-pallet, quad-axle Iceliner that will maximise payload while reducing the need to use 
additional vehicles.

MORE ROOM
IN THE FRIDGE

Originally established in 1998 in the 
Goulburn Valley near Shepparton in 
Victoria, Dairy Transport and Logistics 

is a rising force in Australia’s cold chain 
market, servicing customers mainly along 
the eastern seaboard of the country. Until 
2014, the company was simply known as 
Saldam Transport, but was renamed to 
align itself with its core freight task, which 
involves transporting dairy products.

Rebranding aside, Dairy Transport and 
Logistics is also aiming to lift productivity 
levels across its fleet with the purchase 
of new equipment. In May this year, the 

company added a new 26-pallet, quad-axle 
refrigerated van from Vawdrey to its fleet.

“Productivity is one of our key 
performance indicators and the PBS 
scheme is right on course with that,” says 
Founder and Managing Director, Shane 
Muir. “With freight volumes always on the 
rise, PBS has become an industry-wide 
trend and plenty of transport companies in 
other industries are now shifting towards 
that in the trailers they use. To stay ahead 
of the competition, we started looking into 
PBS-approved equipment by making round 
calls and visiting various trade shows to 

get some expert insight. Since the concept 
allows us to carry more freight than just the 
traditional 22-pallet van, we just couldn’t 
afford to not have it as an option.”

Vawdrey was one of the first companies 
Shane went to with a PBS concept in 
mind. “The idea was to gauge Vawdrey’s 
interest in building a single 26-pallet 
double-stack freezer van that would fall 
under the PBS guidelines,” he says. “I also 
wanted to see if the trailer could be fitted 
with a BPW quad axle and suspension 
unit. Thankfully, the timing was perfect 
as Vawdrey already had a pre-approved 
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design in their refrigerated range.”
As a self-taught, ‘hands-on’ sort of 

bloke, Shane knows that to get the best 
out of his operation means sourcing the 
latest equipment on the market. “When I 
founded the company more than a decade 
ago, I didn’t be just another cold chain 
logistics provider, but a business that would 
continually lift the industry benchmark by 
investing into new vehicles using state-
of-the-art equipment,” he explains. “If 
investing into new equipment can make 
our job much easier and more cost-
efficient, then I’ll certainly consider that.”

Vawdrey’s 26-pallet, quad-axle van 
is also fitted with Thermo King’s latest 
SLX temperature controlled unit, allowing 
for temperature to be as low as -20°C. 
According to Shane, the new fridge will 
help in terms of fuel efficiency, while also 
keeping the freight in good condition. 
“The trailer has sturdy, insulated floors, 
walls and roof, which helps to keep the 
temperature contained at all times.”

According to Shane, he liaised closely 
with Vawdrey’s engineering team and the 
truck OEM to ensure the vehicle would 
stay within the maximum length allowed. 
“In an industry where 24 pallets still is the 

standard volume, Vawdrey’s new 26-pallet, 
quad-axle PBS build can boast a 17 per 
cent capacity advantage compared to a 
regular van,” he says. “That’s why I have 
no doubt this unit will soon translate into 
immediate efficiency gains for us.”

Another key feature of the Iceliner is 
its lift-up axle, which is critical when the 
trailer is empty, according to Shane. “On 
a return trip, it makes no sense to use all 

four axles if you’re not transporting any load 
and that’s the beauty of the lift function 
– you can reduce both tyre wear and fuel 
consumption,” he says, emphasising the 
benefit of running PBS on a quad-axle 
configuration has also increased safety 
substantially. “The extra axles give us more 
stability and manoeuvrability when navigating 
through tight depots where entrances might 
be narrower or if other vehicles are on site.”

As one of the main refrigerated 
transportation companies in regional Victoria, 

Dairy Transport and Logistics uses a fleet 
of 22 trailers that includes refrigerated 
freezer vans, curtain-siders, single dry 
freight semis and a flat top trailer, as well 
as 17 prime movers. “Eighty per cent of our 
operation includes carting dairy products 
to supermarket distribution centres and 
depots throughout Victoria, New South 
Wales and Queensland,” Shane says. 

Having renamed his business specific 

to the work Dairy Transport and Logistics 
conducts, Shane also takes pride in aligning 
his company with other hardworking family 
businesses. “Like Vawdrey, we’re a family-
oriented business where we prefer speaking 
directly to the owners,” he says. “In our 
industry, simple things like listening to what 
the customer wants makes a big difference 
when you’re trying to forge long-term 
partnerships, particularly when the topic of 
discussion has massive implications on the 
productivity of your fleet, such as PBS.”

“ In an industry where 24 pallets still is the standard volume, 
Vawdrey’s new 26-pallet, quad-axle PBS build can boast a 17 
per cent capacity advantage compared to a regular van.”

Self-steer axle fitted to rear of suspension group
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To address Australia’s growing freight task, Vawdrey has introduced 
a Performance-Based Standards-approved ‘triple’ drop deck 
B-double model that will take hi-cubic capacity to 
new heights. Renowned logistics company 
Linfox is the first to put the new 
design into service.

TRIPLE DROP DECK

B-DOUBLE
LINFOX PBS

M aximising cubic space to its 
potential has been the driving 
force behind Vawdrey’s new 

triple drop deck B-double combination. The 
triple drop deck follows on from the 4.6m 
high, 36-pallet hi-cube double drop deck 
B-double Vawdrey released in 2014. 

“Under the PBS framework on the previous 
B-double, we wanted to offer our clients 
even more cubic space on the next model 
up,” says Paul Vawdrey, National Sales 
Director, Vawdrey Australia. “This triple drop 
deck will ensure a higher payload, as well 

as an increase in operational efficiency.”
Said to be one of the most imposing 

B-double combinations to hit Australian 
roads in recent times, it’s only fitting that 
Vawdrey’s latest model is being rolled out by 
transport and logistics powerhouse, Linfox. 
The company is the first to benefit from the 
triple drop deck B-doubles after taking delivery 
of 14 combinations in February 2015.

The term ‘triple’ refers to an extra drop 
section manufactured at the rear of the 
B-trailer. “Behind the suspension on the rear 
trailer, we’ve added even more room,” says 

Paul. “This new section allows for additional 
cubic space to be utilised, or in Linfox’s case, 
space for an extra high pallets double stacked 
utilising the additional mezzanine deck.”

This hi-cube triple drop combination is 
why Linfox chose Vawdrey for its latest PBS 
endeavour. “The extra space means we can 
add more pallets as long as each one does 
not exceed a height of 1.8m. With the added 
bonus of the mezzanine deck, we can add 
another two pallets on the second level so 
long as they stay within the 1.8m height 
requirement. This just adds a whole different 

dimension to our operation and we’re excited 
about that prospect,” says Murray Wyld, Linfox 
Fleet Manager, Linehaul Operations – noting 
that the order was placed in December.

“Currently, all 14 combinations are 
in use transporting general freight from 
distributions centres to various supermarket 
chains across Victoria, South Australia, 
New South Wales and Queensland.”

The new Vawdrey model was also built 
to accommodate the varying requirements 
of Linfox’s clients. “The demands of general 
freight transport are changing all the 
time,” Murray says. “This triple drop deck 
combination enables us to transport higher 
volumes more efficiently, which is key 
when you’re working around the clock.”

Inspired by the success of its first PBS 
hi-cube B-double, Vawdrey’s new triple drop 
deck can operate at a 68.5 tonne gross 
and carry up to 36 pallets – 14 in the lead 
and 22 in the B-trailer. It can also be double 
stacked, allowing 72 pallets overall. The 
triple drop deck B-double is also equipped 
with BPW suspension and axles to minimise 
axle spacings, and comply with Vawdrey’s 
PBS design approval. In addition, also fitted 
is Vawdrey’s outer perimeter chassis rail 
for increased cubic capacity and additional 
pallet space. “Once the freight is on board, 
it can be secured using the latest in load 
restraint curtain technology,” Murray says.

According to Vawdrey, the triple drop 
deck B-double combinations will generate 
plenty of buzz amongst Australia’s larger fleet 
operators. “The bottom line is this combination 
is designed to make the daily loading and 

unloading process faster and this appeals 
to companies in this sector,” Paul says. 

While Vawdrey met all expectations 
for Linfox’s latest order, it was the units 
that were trialled during December that 
ultimately sealed the deal. “Vawdrey was very 
accommodating right from the start, even 
building us two prototype combinations to see 
how they would hold up,” recalls Murray. 

“Its engineers even came out on site 
and consulted our drivers, who in turn 
gave them great first-hand feedback on 
what parts of the trailers needed adjusting. 
Those modifications were crucial when 
building the other dozen combinations.”

As Linfox’s workload increases periodically, 

the need for transport equipment that is 
both versatile and product-specific will 
be key in the years ahead, says Murray. 
“In our industry, you’re always looking 
for an edge to separate yourself from the 
competition and Vawdrey shares those same 
expectations. It’s why we have continued to 
do business together for past few decades.

“These new triple drop deck B-doubles are 
a big reason why our partnership continues to 
flourish. Paul Vawdrey and his team know our 
industry well, what we require and they build 
us quality trailers that are reliable, innovative 
and that best suit those specifications. It’s 
vehicles such as this that puts Vawdrey 
at the forefront of PBS in Australia.”
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Container cartage specialist Qube Logistics is no stranger to using Performance-Based 
Standards-approved equipment, having already added a number of high performance 
combinations to its fleet. Now the renowned logistics operator is adding a new Vawdrey 
A-double skel to the mix.

FORCE
Vawdrey, some of which have already been 
completed and are currently in operation 
around Melbourne’s wharf precinct. 

Vawdrey has been a major partner of 
Qube Logistics for many years, helping 
to enhance its fleet through the supply of 
numerous PBS-approved Super B-double 
combinations that also included Vawdrey’s 
record 30,000th build. Furthermore, the 
strong relationship between John Allen and 
Vawdrey National Sales Manager, Justin 
Simmonds, is what helped bring Qube’s 
newest trailer purchases to fruition.

“Vawdrey has supported Qube for 
more than a decade and its equipment 
has never let us down,” John says. “In 
our latest request, we wanted more 
trailers that could perform a variety of 
roles across multiple divisions across our 
Australian network. Even though Vawdrey 
already had the Super B-double as an 
option, Justin suggested we try the PBS 
A-double as the more suitable unit for our 
daily operation since they meet our basic 
principle of ‘moving more with less’.

“The PBS factor meant that these 
trailers were not only built according to 
our specifications, but those of VicRoads 
in conjunction with the National Heavy 
Vehicle Regulator. However, the best thing 

about this purchase was Vawdrey already 
had approval to build the A-double, so 
it became a matter of when we would 
put the equipment into service.”

Measuring 30 metres in length, each 
of the 10 A-double combinations is 
based on a bogie axle dolly connecting 
two lightweight, tri-axle skeletal trailers. 
Domex steel was also used to construct 
the A-doubles’ robust chassis. 

“The A-double is flexible enough to 
carry either two 40-foot containers at 
once or four 20-footers, while hauling 
up to 68.5 tonnes gross. All this while 
still being able to navigate freely in 
and around Melbourne,” John says 
– revealing that the A-double will be 
used to freight agricultural goods to 
South Australia. “The beauty of the 
A-double is its flexibility. For example, 
we can separate the trailers and use 
them as singles if required.”

In addition to the increase in capacity, 
the A-doubles are also fitted with the 
latest Wabco EBS braking systems and 
a Hendrickson suspension system for 
added safety. “By specifically using these 
components, we’re able to maximise the 
payload, improve stability and keep our 
drivers safe – and that’s really what these 

combinations are all about,” John says.
Now, equipped with 10 Vawdrey 

A-doubles built from a PBS design 
blueprint, John acknowledges that 
Qube Logistics has strong and sturdy 
trailers that can optimise ‘impact 
loading’. “What makes Vawdrey 
trailers so efficient is their core strength. 
In the container industry, we measure 
trailers upon their ability to endure what 
we call impact loading,” he points out. 

“When you have a standard curtain-
sider, you load goods pallet by pallet 
which gradually increases your weight 
with each loaded pallet. But in a 
waterfront situation, a straddle comes 
along with a 30-tonne container, the 
load goes straight onto the trailer in one 
hit. So the trailer must have enough 
strength to sustain that type of impact 
loading and the A-double has that as well.” 

As long as Vawdrey keeps pushing the 
boundaries of trailer innovation, Qube will 
keep coming back. “Vawdrey’s A-doubles 
will allow us to move more with less, cut 
down on travel time, vehicle usage and 
fuel consumption, all while increasing 
our payload,” he concludes. “That kind of 
volume productivity and trailer flexibility is 
valuable in an industry that operates 24/7.”

F L E X I B L E

W ith the delivery of a new PBS 
A-double skel combination to 
Qube Logistics, Vawdrey has again 

cemented its standing as an innovator in 
the trailer building community. PBS has now 
become an integral part of the Vawdrey 
portfolio, with the Victorian trailer building 

expert using the concept to help transport 
businesses grow their bottom lines.

“At Qube Logistics, we are constantly 
expanding and adding new flexible vehicles 
to the fleet,” says John Allen, Qube 
Logistics Fleet Manager, who handles the 
company’s container section. “Freight 

volumes are increasing every day, so it’s 
important that we continue to source trailers 
than can perform a variety of roles and 
maximise the payload at the same time.”

To achieve that objective, Qube 
Logistics placed an order in March this 
year for 10 A-double combinations from 
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“ The A-double is flexible enough to carry either two 40-foot 
containers at once or four 20-footers, while hauling up to 68.5 
tonnes gross. All this while still being able to navigate freely in 
and around Melbourne.”
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With parcel freight volumes constantly rising, StarTrack knows it must have high-tech 
transport equipment at the ready to be able to react at a moment’s notice. To meet its  
high standards of reliability, safety and delivery, the company is working closely with 
Vawdrey Australia.

STANDARD
A L L - S TA R

It’s been a significant three years in 
the history of Australia Post since it 
acquired a 50 per cent interest in 

StarTrack in 2012. The move has led 
to a significant surge in demand and 
prompted the StarTrack/ Australia Post 
business to spend more than two billon 
dollars to upgrade its parcel freight sites in 
Melbourne and Sydney over the past year. 

“Business was already in high gear, 
but since Australia Post officially took 
over StarTrack, demand has skyrocketed,” 

says Terry Bickerton, National Manager 
for Fleet at StarTrack/Australia Post. “The 
onset of the online shopping boom has 
led to higher volumes of deliveries and 
is the reason why we’re in the midst of 
replacing our older units with new equipment 
to keep up with this development.”

In January, StarTrack placed an order 
with Vawdrey for 33 trailers - encompassing 
drop deck curtain-sider B-double 
combinations and fibreglass reinforced 
plastic (FRP) vans - with all units completed 

and delivered by May and branded with a 
new-look StarTrack/Australia Post logo. 

“It’s quite a diverse makeup,” Terry 
says. “Some of the drop deck B-trailers 
have been fitted with mezzanine decks 
to accommodate palletised goods, for 
example. The mezzanine decks are operated 
manually, but since most of the pallet freight 
is predominantly the same everyday, those 
decks are fixed from the moment they 
go into service. This also reduces OH&S 
risks as our drivers don’t need to handle 
them due to the regularity of the freight.

“Meanwhile, the FRP vans are mostly 
used to carry mail and parcels, or 
what we call ‘loose load’ freight, which 
includes small boxed items that can be 
stacked from the floor to the roof.”

According to James Dixon, General 
Manager of Transport, Australia Post, the 
latest delivery is part of StarTrack’s on-going 
fleet replacement program, which means all 
vehicles must be turned over after exceeding 
two million kilometres, or, as he puts it, 
“approximately 10-15 years of service”. 

James says the program is an absolute 
necessity, especially given the trying 24/7 
schedule of the fleet. “Since time is money 
and safety is a key component of our 
industry, we need equipment that won’t 
break down or put our drivers at risk,” 
he explains. “Vawdrey has manufactured 
more than 700 pieces of trailing equipment 
for us, with a relationship that spans in 
excess of 17 years, so consulting them 
for this build was a logical choice.”

“ Vawdrey has manufactured more than 700 pieces of  
trailing equipment for us, with a relationship that spans in 
excess of 17 years. ”
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Demonstrating the company’s proficiency in the Performance Based Standards scheme, 
Warrnambool-based logistics company, Ryans Group, has taken a sizeable delivery of nine 
high-performance Vawdrey B-doubles.

BIG PBS DELIVERY FOR

 RYANS GROUP
T he advent of PBS has given many a 

transport company the opportunity 
to achieve higher productivity 

and increased safety by using high-
performance transport equipment. 

Australian trailer building expert Vawdrey 
has embraced the scheme from the outset 
and gradually implemented it across its entire 
product portfolio – so much so that it is now 
widely regarded as the premier authority in 
PBS for container transport, as well as for the 
general and refrigerated freight market. 

One company benefitting from that expertise 

is Ryans Transport, a forward-thinking transport 
business based in Warrnambool, Victoria. 
Only recently, the company took delivery of 
nine Vawdrey PBS vehicles – including seven 
36-pallet, double drop deck Titeliner B-doubles 
and two refrigerated B-double combinations. 

The seven PBS-approved, 36-pallet double 
drop deck ‘Titeliner’ B-double combinations are 
all capable of operating at a 68.5-tonne gross 
combination mass. The two ‘Iceliner’ combinations, 
meanwhile, are based on a full-length lightweight 
steel chassis to give them the strength and durability 
needed to protect Ryan’s perishable freight. 

According to Ryans, all nine B-doubles are part 
of a contract to service Victoria’s general goods 
and dairy industries and demonstrate perfectly 
how far Vawdrey has come in the PBS field.

“We’ve invested heavily into PBS and worked 
tirelessly behind the scenes with various transport 
bodies to make the concept readily available 
to an audience outside the classic tipper-and-
dog clientele,” says Justin Simmonds, National 
Sales Manager at Vawdrey Australia. He adds 
that an important reason for the company’s 
rapid ascent to PBS leadership is the on-going 
investment into its very own PBS design offering 

with full National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) 
approval. “As a result, the customer can now 
buy an high-performance vehicle off the shelf for 
immediate production or have a unique vehicle 
designed – depending on the job at hand.”

According to Justin, creating the company’s 
portfolio of pre-approved designs is an on-going 
process that involves extensive market research. 
“We make sure we work closely with all relevant 
authorities and road agencies to ensure we’re up-
to-date on the latest in high performance technology 
and legislation,” he says. “For example, we try to 
make sure that PBS designs are compatible with 
various prime mover makes and models so our 
customers have less of a hassle down the line.”

Vawdrey’s PBS journey began in 2012, when it 
introduced a quad-quad Super B-double capable 
of hauling two 40-foot containers, but operating 
under strict PBS guidelines set out by Victoria’s 
traffic and road authority, VicRoads. Soon after, 
Vawdrey rolled out several more Super B-double 
combinations in Melbourne – opening the precinct 
for Higher Productivity Freight Vehicles (HPFV) and 
marking a major milestone in increased access for 
under the new Victorian Freight & Logistics Plan 
introduced by the Victorian Coalition Government. 

But even that was just the beginning. By 
February 2014, Vawdrey debuted a 26-pallet/20m 
‘Iceliner’ refrigerated van in a move to cement 
its position at the forefront of Victoria’s HPFV 

movement. “The Iceliner was proof that PBS can be 
applied to any one of our trailer models and used on 
general access routes throughout Victoria, NSW and 
QLD,” Justin recalls. “It was a major turning point.”

Before the dust could settle, Vawdrey was 
applying the finishing touches on another PBS 
model – a 190m³ double drop deck high-cube 
B-double, capable of hauling up to 36-pallets (72 
double stacked) at 4.6m high, while operating 
at a 68.5 tonne gross combination weight. “We 
introduced the outer perimeter chassis rails on 
both trailers to help maximise cubic capacity,” 
Justin says. “As a manufacturer and supplier for 
transport and logistics businesses, maximising 
cubic space inside the trailer is vital, as well as 
increased payloads. We are able to achieve this 
by reducing the tare weight of each new trailer 
and providing more clearance both inside and 
outside, while meeting strict OH&S guidelines.”

Following the hi-cube breakthrough, Vawdrey 
made transport headlines by releasing Victoria’s 
first PBS-approved A-double combination, also 
in early 2014. “Having the ability to move two 
40-foot containers on the one vehicle both to 
and from Melbourne’s wharf district, instead of 
using just the single or two separate vehicles, will 
reduce truck trips tremendously for the company 
and also deliver a 100 per cent productivity gain 
on each trip,” Justin explains. “We just kept 
innovating once we committed to the PBS path.”

Despite the company’s accomplishments, 
Justin says PBS is still very “raw” across the 
industry, but doesn’t see this as an issue, rather 
an opportunity. “PBS is alive and well in Australia’s 
transport market, but there are still many fleet 
operators and businesses out there that don’t 
fully understand its long-term impact. Here’s 
where our experienced PBS team comes into 
play – we have the know-how and the product 
range to help everyone reap the benefits of PBS.”

WHY VAWDREY?
Vawdrey Australia has embraced the PBS 
concept early on by gradually implementing 
it across our entire product portfolio to suit 
a myriad of applications – from container 
transport to fresh produce cartage. As a 
result, you can now choose from a whole 
range of pre-approved PBS designs, meaning 
you don’t have to wait anymore to put your 
new vehicle on the road. And if you need 
something a little more out of the ordinary, 
we also have the know-how and resources 
to design a new PBS vehicle from scratch. 
Whatever option you choose, we place high 
value on making the design of each PBS 
vehicle a transparent, collaborative effort that 
is centred around you and your business.

WHY PBS?
The Performance-Based Standards (PBS) 
Scheme offers you the potential to achieve 
higher productivity and safety through 
innovative and optimised vehicle design. PBS 
vehicles are designed to perform their tasks 
as productively, safely and sustainably as 
possible, and to operate on networks that are 
appropriate for their level of performance. 
The basic principle is simple – matching 
the right vehicle to the right task.
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THE PBS PROCESSWE MAKE PBS
DO YOU WANT A MORE FLEXIBLE DESIGN THAT CAN SAFELY CARRY MORE 

PAYLOAD ON AN APPROVED ROAD?

No, maybe a standard 
trailer is best for me

I want a quick and 
simple solution

Contact Vawdrey to discuss 
which conventional trailer 

design would suit your business

Have a look at our range of pre-approved 
PBS vehicles that can go into production 

immediately

Consult a Vawdrey engineer for an  
in-depth discussion

Receive a detailed concept drawing

Contact the relevant road authorities to 
apply for in-principle route approval

Receive a quote and place your  
order with Vawdrey

Approve the final design and production can commence. Vawdrey will deal 
with the NHVR for approval

Vawdrey will deliver an approved PBS vehicle, including final PBS inspection 
and certification

I have a specific one-off 
design in mind

Consult a Vawdrey representative to 
discuss what kind of freight you wish to 
carry on which road and which overall 

outcome you want to achieve

YES

But that’s not all – if you have a special request, we can also create a fully approved custom 
vehicle for you. Due to our vast experience in building PBS-ready equipment, our team is 
able to make boosting your bottom line a stress-free, straightforward experience. All vehicles 
are available in a curtain-sided, refrigerated or freezer set-up – get in touch now to find out 
what we can do for you.

EASY Vawdrey Australia can boast a huge variety of 
pre-approved Performance Based Standards 
(PBS) trailers that will make it easy for you to 
join the High Performance movement.

HIGH-CUBE B-DOUBLE
COMBINATIONS (4.6M)
SINGLE, DOUBLE OR TRIPLE DROP DECK LAYOUT

A-DOUBLE COMBINATIONS

SUPER
B-DOUBLE 
COMBINATIONS

HIGH PERFORMANCE SINGLE TRAILER COMBINATIONS
26 OR 28-PALLET CAPACITY  BOGIE, TRI OR QUAD-AXLE LAYOUT

PBS SPECIAL/   1312   /PBS SPECIAL
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A-DOUBLE 
•   Can carry 2 x 40-foot, 4 x 20-foot or 2 x heavy 20-

foot containers.
•   30m overall length.
•   Current approval for 68.5 tonnes GCM only in 

Victoria and 75 tonnes on specific routes. 79.5 
tonnes in QLD and 85.5 tonnes (pending) in NSW.

“The fact that the unit was PBS pre-approved by 
Vawdrey allowed us to order the entire combination in 
one lot.” 

Craig Webster, Managing Director, Arrow Transport Logistics & 
Quarantine Services.

SUPER B-DOUBLE
•   Can carry 2 x 40-foot, 4 x 20-foot or 2 x heavy 20-

foot containers.
•   30m overall length (dual carriage way only).
•   Current approval for 68.5 tonnes GCM (increase 

pending) or 77.5 tonnes on Higher Productivity 
Freight Vehicle as a quad-quad configuration.

“Vawdrey is open to new technologies that can 
help improve OH&S standards and raise operational 
efficiency; and that’s something we value at Qube 
Logistics.” 

John Allen, Qube Logistics Project and Fleet Manager.

HI-CUBE TRIPLE DROP DECK 
B-DOUBLE
•   4.6m high with increased GCM at 68.5 tonnes.
•   Can operate on any 26m B-double route.
•   Can carry up to 36 pallets – 14 in the lead and 22 in 

the B-trailer.
•   Extra drop section behind rear axle on B-trailer.

“We can now can carry another two pallets on the 
second level as long as they stay within the 1.8m 
height requirement. This adds a whole new dimension 
to our operation.” 

Murray Wyld, Linfox Fleet Manager, Linehaul Operations.

HI-CUBE DOUBLE DROP DECK 
‘TITELINER’ B-DOUBLE
•   36 pallets – 14 in the lead and 22 in the B-trailer.
•   4.6m overall height with 68.5-tonne GCM.
•   Mezzanine decks optional.
•   Outer perimeter chassis for increased cubic capacity

“Maximising cubic space inside the trailer is vital – and 
Vawdrey can do so using a mezz deck system that is 
fully automatic, meeting our strict OH&S guidelines. 
The 4.6 high cubic capacity enables our guys to load 
up as much as 36 pallets in one B-double!” 

Leon Thorpe, Managing Director, Thorpe Interstate Transport.

26-PALLET QUAD-AXLE ICELINER
•   PBS-approved Level One combination.
•   General Access on all 20m combination routes.
•  48.5-tonne GCM in VIC, 50.5 tonnes in NSW, QLD
•  Steerable axle fitted to rear.
•   Insulated walls, floor and roof.

“This combination takes our productivity to another 
level. The extra pallet space enables our drivers to 
transport more freight in a shorter period of time.” 

Shane Muir, Managing Director, Dairy Transport & Logistics.

DROP DECK ‘TITELINER’ B-DOUBLE
•   169m2 high-cube capacity, 4.6m high frame.
•   36 pallets – 14 in the lead and 22 in the B-trailer.
•   Current approval for 68.5-tonne GCM in VIC, NSW 

and QLD.
•   Mezzanine decks optional.

“Building new equipment in this market takes a lot 
of planning and engineering. Vawdrey were simply 
fantastic in the way they explained how PBS would 
benefit us and executed that plan accordingly while 
obtaining the appropriate CML or 68.5-tonne HML 
accreditation.”

Errol Crosgrove, GM of Operations, SRV Road Freight Services.

SHOWCASE
VAWDREY

Australia’s Performance-Based Standards (PBS) scheme is now a well researched and widely 
accepted method to increase productivity on approved roads all across Australia. At Vawdrey, 
we’ve invested heavily into our very own PBS program and worked directly with industry to 
make sure what we do is making a real difference for those using our equipment. Here are 
some of our latest builds to showcase just how far Vawdrey Australia has come in the world-
renowned Performance-Based Standards field. 
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Visit us at www.vawdrey.com.au for more information

1-53 Quantum Close, Dandenong South Vic 3175          Tel (03) 9797 3700          Fax (03) 9702 8598          Email sales@vawdrey.com.au
FACTORY & HEAD OFFICE

Vawdrey Victoria 
Ph: (03) 9797 3700

Vawdrey New South Wales 
Ph: (02) 9421 6444

Vawdrey Queensland  
Ph: (07) 3217 0900

Vawdrey Western Australia
Mob: 0448 901 126

Vawdrey South Australia
Mob: 0447 343 579

Vawdrey is an iconic trailer building name in the commercial road transport sector and has 
become the go-to brand for some of Australia’s most iconic businesses - including logistics 
powerhouse Toll IPEC.

BLUE-CHIP BRANDS
THAT TRUST IN VAWDREY

T oll IPEC, part of Toll Group, is one 
of the leading express parcel road 
freight providers in Australia. Despite 

the constant pressure it has to endure, the 
company is acutely aware that a quality service 
is only as good as the safety equipment 
that’s used to achieve it – something that Toll 
IPEC National Fleet and Equipment Manager, 
Mark Witteman, does not take for granted.

“Even before ordering a truck or trailer, 
we go through a stringent testing process. 
These safety measures are a part of Toll 
IPEC’s commitment to ensuring we operate 
to the highest safety standards possible, 
even if it’s to do with minor features on a 
vehicle. We take no chances when it comes 
to the safety of our people and equipment.”

Starting in August 2014, Toll IPEC had 
its OH&S team liaise with Australian trailer 
expert Vawdrey Australia to build four new 
lead trailers - including two drop deck 
curtain-siders and two fibreglass reinforced 
plastic (FRP) roll-back lead vans. 

“We worked closely with Vawdrey to 
make sure we achieved the maximum 
in both productivity and safety,” Mark 
explains. “Only by working closely 
together could we make sure every little 
detail was right for this project.”

One improvement introduced was reducing 
the number of buckles on the curtains to 
make them easier and faster for the driver to 
unhook. For ease of maintenance, Vawdrey 
also mounted the battery packs that are used 

to power the roll back function on the FRP 
vans on the outside of the trailers’ chassis. 
Traditionally, the battery packs were mounted 
on the middle of the chassis rails, making 
it very difficult for a mechanic to service, 
jump-start or even replace the battery pack. 

In addition, Vawdrey has also fitted Jost 
fifth wheels with air release options to the 
trailers. “This is geared towards protecting our 
drivers,” says Mark. “The air release option 
means that they are not at risk of injuring 
their shoulder while pulling a lever or getting 
grease on themselves. Now the driver simply 
presses a button and the fifth wheel releases 
the coupling. It’s stress-free and efficient.” 
The system also has in-built safety features 
to protect against accidental release. 


