
2013 was a big year for Vawdrey Australia with 
many firsts, and 2014 is set to be a milestone 
year also, as it will mark our 40th year of 

operation in Australia. As we approach ITTES 2014, 
it is a good opportunity to fill you in on some of the 
news and developments we have been busy with and 
how leading fleets are benefitting from innovative 
trailer and body technology.

Since our last Viewpoint newsletter, we have 
completed our 30,000th unit, which is a major 
achievement for our business and one we are 
extremely proud of. We have also introduced the 
first‑ever Super B‑double in Victoria to operate 
outside the waterfront and have continued that 
groundbreaking tradition by rolling out the first 
A‑double skel handling container freight also. 
In addition to this, we have introduced our 
“High Cube” PBS‑approved Titeliner B‑double 
offering 190m3 cubic capacity and 68.5 tonne GCM, 
and also manufactured our first‑ever PBS‑approved 

Iceliner trailer that is achieving additional productivity 
gains for the operator. 

The ‘firsts’ just keep coming at the moment, and 
we believe trailers of this nature demonstrate Vawdrey 
Australia’s commitment to continuous innovation and 
prove we are at the forefront of the Higher Productivity 
Freight Vehicles (HPFV) movement in Australia.

This year, we announced a new facility in 
Queensland to ensure our customers receive the 
same service and support Australia wide. The 
Larrapinta facility to be built across an 18,000 
square‑meter site, will feature a new showroom and 
boasts 18 vehicle bays in a B‑double friendly layout 
that accommodates the growing demand for our 
technical support, repairs and service. 

As you read on, we also have news regarding the 
expansion of our Victorian service facility and the new 
insulated panel manufacturing warehouse. These new 
developments are further proof that no matter what 
state Vawdrey is in, our number one goal remains 

giving our clients the best possible solution for their 
operation. That’s what Vawdrey’s dedicated customer 
service is about and we’ll continue to illustrate that 
going forward. 

Our engineering team is continuing to work 
tirelessly to make your transport operation more 
efficient, safe and cost‑effective,  
and our manufacturing department 
is crafting every single trailer to the 
highest quality standard. After all, 
Vawdrey is about staying ahead of 
the game.
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Wharf cartage has always been a major part 
of Craig Webster’s life since he entered 
the industry in the early 2000s, but it 

took almost 15 years until he started his very own 
transport business. Alongside his wife Nicole, he is 
now running one of the most forward‑thinking 24‑7 
container businesses in Melbourne’s bustling wharf 
precinct. 
Having established Arrow in 2011, the Websters 
know the key to becoming an elite container cartage 
company will be upping the ante from a productivity 
standpoint. “We want Arrow to become a household 
name and the carrier of choice for all customers in 
our market segment,” says Craig. “That’s why we 
constantly look at new ideas and learn about new 
schemes like PBS that could help us improve. And, 
we certainly won’t hesitate to make a bold move 
when we come across something that could take 
our operation and service to the next level.” 
Implementing the first two 30m tri‑axle 

A‑double sets in Victoria late last year certainly 
was one such move, but Craig is quick to 
deflect the credit back to Vawdrey.

“The A‑double idea goes back to Vawdrey’s 
Justin Simmonds, who came to me at the start of 
2013 with the idea to maximise payload by carrying 
two 40‑foot containers at once, giving us a distinct 
advantage around the port as well as servicing 
customer warehouses around country Victoria.”

Even though Vawdrey already had the all‑
new Super B‑double as an option – a novelty 
that was introduced to the Victorian market in 
August – the newly designed A‑double was more 
suitable for Arrow’s daily operation. “It wasn’t just 
about hauling two 40‑foot containers, but about 
being able to access any site and separate the 
combination. None of that is permitted when using 
a Super‑B, hence why the A‑double made more 
sense to us. Respect to Vawdrey for only taking 
six months to produce it, given all the VicRoads 

requirements the A‑double had to go through.”
The A‑double is fully Performance Based 

Standards (PBS) approved, a process Vawdrey had 
already gone through prior to pitching the idea. 
“The fact that the unit was PBS pre‑approved 
meant that we could order the entire combination 
in one lot. Knowing that we didn’t have the pass the 
vehicle through a lengthy process, we even decided 
to purchase a second A‑double on the spot.”

According to Craig, each A‑double combination 
is based on a bogie axle dolly connecting two 
lightweight, tri‑axle skeletal trailers. “That way we 
can haul up to 68.5 tonnes gross while still being 
able to navigate freely in and around Melbourne’s 
ports, outer suburbs and country Victoria.” 

Vawdrey Australia is taking commercial road transport in Victoria to the next level with the 
introduction of the first-ever 30m tri-axle PBS-approved A-double combination to operate 
throughout Victoria. Young transport company, Arrow, will be the first to put the new set 
into operation.

Vawdrey used Domex steel for the A‑doubles’ 
chassis, while fitting Hendrickson’s Intraxx 
suspension and Wabco EBS. “The running 
gear spec was part of the PBS requirements 
set by VicRoads,” says Justin. “By specifically 
using these components, Arrow was able to to 
maximise the payload – and that’s really what 
these combinations are all about. The flexibility 
to be able to separate the trailers if needed and 
use them as singles is an added bonus.”

While the A‑double skels have been built to the 
highest safety and engineering standards, Craig 
says the reason he has been using Vawdrey since 
day one is the company’s willingness to understand 
his operation and help it grow. “One thing that 
will never change in the transport game is serving 
the customer’s needs, and that’s what both Arrow 
and Vawdrey stand for,” he says. “That’s what has 
made these other big fleet companies successful. 
Even though we have a catchy name to go with a 
recognisable orange/grey colour scheme, you need 
to back that up by meeting your customer’s delivery 
schedule. Vawdrey has understood that as well.

“With the introduction of the new A‑double 
skels – now carrying two 40‑foot containers as 
opposed to one 40‑footer – we’ll deliver a 100 
per cent productivity gain on each trip. In the 
long run it’ll give us a competitive advantage, 
and we couldn’t be happier with being the 
first Victorian company use it, and we thank 
Vawdrey for that. Special thanks also to Peter 
Michell of VicRoads, who worked tirelessly 
with the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator 
to have this combination approved in the 
best interest of all Victorian road users.”

Arrow’s new Vawdrey A‑doubles come at a 

time when the company is on the verge of opening 
a new purpose‑built site due later in 2014, 
which will be another first in Victoria as it caters 
specifically to the needs of wharf cartage transport. 
“We’re growing as a brand everyday and pushing 
the latest technology that provides customers 

with live data and transparency,” Craig says.
The new A‑doubles will join Arrow’s 

growing fleet of 52 trailers. The fleet currently 
consists of skels, side‑loaders, curtain‑
siders, flat tops and low loaders, all used to 
freight imported and exported goods.

LEADERS
OF THE NEW SKEL
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Transport giant Qube Logistics purchased its first Vawdrey trailer in 2002, laying the 
foundation for a decade of growth and prosperity. Appropriately enough, the latest order of 
almost 50 trailers marked yet another historical milestone – the production of Vawdrey’s 
30,000th unit.

Delivering its 30,000th unit to Qube 
Logistics, Vawdrey can stand firm as 
a true powerhouse within the trailer 

building community and a shining example 
of where hard work, smart engineering, 
commitment, and a reliable product can take 
you in the commercial road transport market.

The five‑digit milestone was part of an order 
placed by Qube after the company won a large‑
scale contract with Australian Paper (AP) , producer 
of more than 500,000 tonnes of paper per year. 

“Once we were awarded the contract, we 
looked at all the high‑volume trailer builders 
in the market, but we kept coming back to 
Vawdrey,” says John Allen, Qube Logistics’ 

Project and Fleet Manager. “Their engineering 
excellence and build quality is second to none, 
and the reliability is extremely important. And 
since Australian Paper basically requires its own 
fleet of trailers, Vawdrey was the logical choice 
because it can guarantee short lead times; plus 
we are already familiar with the product.”

As a result, Qube ordered some 50 trailers 
from Vawdrey to satisfy the requirements of AP. 
Part of the order are a rollback B‑double skel, 
seven curtain‑sided B‑doubles and three Super 
B‑doubles, as well as a range of new‑generation, 
lightweight, high‑payload skeletal trailers.

In July, John and the team at Qube took 
delivery of all seven B‑double drop deck ‘Titeliner’ 

combinations and three 40’/40’ super B‑double 
sets – all of which went straight into service. 
“The seven curtain‑siders are used specifically to 
pick up paper from Australian Paper’s Maryvale 
Mill near Morwell and deliver direct to their 
customers,” John says. “The super B‑double set 
is used to transport export loaded containers 
from the Australian Paper Melbourne Export 
warehouse at Victoria Dock to the wharf.”  

Each Titeliner combination can haul up to 
46 tonnes and is fitted with flush coamings to 
make sure there is no damage to the paper reels 
during transit as well as loading and unloading. 

To ensure the security of the load, 
Vawdrey  also fitted Attard’s NTC‑rated load 

restraint rated cable curtains, which contain 
solid cables fabricated into its material in 
order to eliminate the use of slide gates. 

The Titeliner’s interior includes built‑in 
bungee straps that are fixed to the roof, waiving 
the need to throw straps over the cargo or 
climb on top of the cargo to manually secure 
the load. “We were quite impressed with those 
features as they make the job much easier 
and safer for our drivers,” John says. “That’s 
another area where Vawdrey stands apart ‑ they 
are open to new technology that can improve 
OH&S and raise operational efficiency; that’s 
something we value at Qube Logistics.”

Meanwhile, the 40’/40’ Super B‑doubles’ 
main features include side under run protection, 
rear steerable axles as well as a quad/quad 
suspension system. To ensure all runs are as 
smooth as possible, Vawdrey fitted each trailer 
with the latest ABS‑EBS braking system. 

Currently, all seven Titeliner combinations 
are shuttling non‑stop between Melbourne 
and Australia Paper’s Maryvale pulp and paper 
complex, while the Super B‑doubles operate 
mainly in the Melbourne waterfront precinct. “It’s 
a busy operation that involves more than 30 stops 
between the paper mill and our depot,” John 
adds. “Since putting all trailers into operation, 
we haven’t had any maintenance issues.”

Closing in on 40 years to the day Mick Vawdrey 
established the company, Vawdrey understands 
the unique challenges Australian operators such 
as Qube Logistics face and can provide a wide 

range of solutions to suit. “We are honoured 
to be a part of the company’s history as the 
recipients of its 30,000th unit,” John adds.

“Vawdrey’s ability to deliver a consistently 
performing product demonstrates their hard 
work and commitment to the commercial road 
transport industry, and their reputation for 
manufacturing quality trailers is testament to that.”

Qube Logistics is a division of Qube, one of 
Australia’s leading integrated logistics providers 
whose operation stretches across key ports 
around the country. Over the past five years, 
Qube Logistics has extensively developed 
and expanded its fleet of more than 
600 prime movers and trailers that cart 
general freight on a 24‑7 schedule. 30,000th BUILD

VAWDREY’S

Qube Logistics’ John Allen (left) and 
Vawdrey’s Justin Simmonds
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VAWDREY EXPANDS
DANDENONG SITE

190m3 - THE RIGHT CHOICE

Vawdrey has recently finished off 
constructing a new building designed 
exclusively for its panel assembling 

division. The relocation of the panel division, 
along with the extension of the space vacated, 
has opened up even more opportunities 
for Vawdrey to increase production.

“It just gives us plenty of additional space to 
operate ‑ including new tables to accommodate 
53’ one piece panels,” says Paul Vawdrey, 
National Sales Director of Vawdrey Trailers. 
“The objective for us was to improve quality 
control, and now with additional room to operate, 
we can increase our productivity substantially 
and accommodate larger orders even quicker.”

The new panel site has also enabled 
Vawdrey to double the size of its service and 
repair bays in the former building. The new‑look 
facility now boasts 22 vehicle bays, including 
three underground B‑double service pits, full 
crush facilities for rollover and insurance, 
as well as a state‑of‑art oven baked paint 
booth for high grade Acran finish work. 

“All of these changes accommodate the 

growing demand for our technical support, repairs 
and service,” says Paul. “Once in operation, we will 
be able to carry out more jobs at the one time as 
we will have access to overhead cranes, dedicated 
accident damage repair areas, additional oven 
bake spray booths and a full trailer wash section.

“The changes to our Dandenong site are 
further proof that our number one goal remains 
giving our clients the best possible solution 
for their operation. That’s what Vawdrey’s 
dedicated customer service is about and we’ll 
continue to illustrate this going forward.”

Wodonga‑based Greenfreight is one of 
Australia’s longest serving transport 
and logistics businesses, specialising in 

interstate line haul, general freight, bulk cartage 
logging and refrigerated transport. One reason for 
the company’s on‑going success is the transport 
equipment it chooses as part of its growing fleet.

Always on the lookout for more payload and 
productivity across the fleet, Greenfreight began 
researching the equipment market in 2013 for a 
new type of drop deck curtain‑sider in a B‑double 
configuration that could help the company 

boost its performance in the retail sector.
“We simply wanted to improve the overall 

performance of our fleet, which meant 
reducing the tare weight of each new trailer 
and achieving more clearance both inside and 
outside,” says Paul Johnstone, Greenfreight’s 
Group Fleet Manager. “But to achieve this, we 
needed to change the inside of the standard 
drop deck design we’ve been using before.”

To help Greenfreight address the problem, long‑
standing affiliate Vawdrey designed several Hi‑Cube 
4.6m high 36 pallet B‑double drop deck ‘Titeliners’, 

all Performance Based Standards (PBS) 
approved and able to operate at 68.5 tonne 
gross and offer 190 cubic metre capacity.

According to Paul, the new B‑double 
Titeliner can carry 36 pallets on the floor 
or 72 pallets double stacked – 14 in 
the lead and 22 in the B‑trailer, with the 
automatic mezzanine floor system making 
the bottom decks of each trailer more 
flexible. Once freight is loaded, it can be 
secured using the latest in load restraint 
curtain technology. Vawdrey also introduced 
the outer perimeter chassis rails on both 
trailers to help maximise cubic capacity. 

“As a transport and logistics business, 

maximising cubic space inside the trailer is 
vital – and Vawdrey is the only company that 
can do so using a system that is fully automatic, 
meeting our strict OH&S guidelines,” he says.

The mezzanine deck system is powered by 
an electric drive, which can be operated at the 
push of a button. “This helps forklift operators 
too, who no longer have to use the forklift to 
raise the decks,” Paul says. “The auto mezzanine 
deck system takes care of that, allowing the 
operator to raise or lower the decks without 
having to climb the load platform and handle 
it manually. This avoids any OH&S issues.”

Established in 1973 by Fred Green, 
Greenfreight has nine depots across three states 
that includes Melbourne, Wodonga, Myrtleford, 
Barnwartha and Wangarratta in Victoria; Sydney, 
Albury, Wagga‑Wagga and Rosewood in NSW.

Currently, Greenfreight operates more than 150 
prime movers and up to 340 trailers, including 
curtain‑siders, logging trailers, drop decks, 
refrigerated vans  – most of which built by Vawdrey. 

According to Paul, that is because of the 
brand’s reliability and competitive pricing. “Vawdrey 
equipment has always performed to task and 
provided the best value for money, and that’s why 
we choose them again and again,” he concludes.

Greenfreight chooses carefully when it comes to adding new trailers, knowing that the 
right equipment for the job is key to long-term profitability. That’s why Vawdrey Australia’s 
High Cube B-double combinations have become a valued commodity – they cannot only 
accommodate a big payload, but do so using the latest in trailer technology.

In 2014, Vawdrey has strengthened its commitment to the Australian commercial road 
transport industry by investing in a new purpose-built panel plant and warehouse in 
Dandenong. 

“ With additional room to operate, we can increase our 
productivity substantially and accommodate larger orders even 
quicker. ”

Fully automatic Mezzanine floor system
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MORE
Two years ago, transport company G1 Logistics purchased multiple sets of B-double 
curtain-siders from Vawdrey, each trailer fitted with the latest in load restraint technology. 
So impressed was G1 with the finished product, that the firm was confident enough to repeat 
that same order in 2013. 

To address the rising market demands, 
G1 Logistics (formerly F1 Logistics) 
purchased 12 Vawdrey Load Restraint 

B‑double Titeliners in 2011. Now in October 2013, 
G1 has repeated that same feat by adding new 
set of prime movers to go with another order of 12 
B‑double Load Restraint Titeliners bringing the total 
number of trailers in his fleet to 140 B‑double sets.

Just like the Vawdrey order two years ago, this 
latest order of B‑doubles has been standardised to 
address size and capacity. 

“Each set of B‑doubles has a 36‑pallet capacity, 
14 in the lead trailer and 22 in the B‑trailer, which 
accommodates both glass bottles freight and 
palletised goods for the wine, beverage and grocery 
industries,” says Damien Matthews, Managing 
Director of GTS Freight, G1’s parent company.  

According to Damien, innovative technology 
such as the fully automatic buckle‑less system on 
the trailers again highlights Vawdrey’s engineering 
prowess as it once again met G1 Logistics’ 
requirements of transporting specialised freight. 
“The auto buckle‑less system is one of the most 
user‑friendly concepts on the market because it’s 
all at the push of a button,” he says. 

Another tried and proven feature is Vawdrey’s 
Pneumatically operated centre wall technology 
inside the trailer that caters to specific pallet 
dimensions. “Once the trailer is loaded and 
ready to go, the side curtains are secured by 
the push of a button using the auto buckle‑less 
curtain restraint system. The centre wall is also 
pneumatically opened towards the curtains, 
securing the load to provide sideways restraint,” 
Damien explains.

“The design of the trailer, with the walls, 
ensures total freight stability and more importantly, 

it significantly reduces the risk of injuries caused by 
manual handling, stacking and tying down cargo.

Vawdrey’s consistency in its backup service 
once a trailer order has been dispatched has 
become the most priceless component of its 
operation and helped it grow into the renowned 
brand that it is. Treating clients as part of the 
Vawdrey family is one area where the company has 
earned major plaudits, as G1 Logistics can attest. 

“As a business that also has a strong family‑
owned connection to it, we believe in building 
solid relationships with our clients. But obviously, 
it’s the finished product that makes the lasting 
impression,” Damien says. 

“If we purchase a product that works well all the 
time, does not cause any issues and can boast a 
quality backup service, then we’ll come back to the 
manufacturer. That’s the way you build loyalty, and I 
guess the success of GTS Freight is built on that.”

Established in 1980 and located in Mildura, 
GTS Freight has grown to become a leading force 
in Australia’s commercial road transport industry. 
Since acquiring the company in January 2008 
from his father Don, Damien has launched a new 
company, G1 Logistics, which is strictly dedicated 
to the linehaul transport of GTS’ big name clients 
including Coles, Woolworths, Visy, Schweppes and 
Fosters Australia. 

“The strategy behind establishing G1 Logistics 
in 2010 was to consolidate the GTS fleet, but at 
the same time complement the success of GTS,” 
Damien says, who believes that by breaking up the 
business into specialised divisions it will help identify 
strengths and weaknesses quicker. “We want to 
continue the growth of the GTS group, but as far as 
our workshop and warehouse side of the business 
goes ‑ they still fall under the GTS umbrella, while 
G1 Logistics is dedicated to our linehaul fleet.”

98

COMING BACK FOR

As the GTS group grows exponentially, Damien 
is just as dedicated to growing G1’s fleet too, 
which is where his close ties with Vawdrey have 
proved invaluable. “We have been purchasing from 
Vawdrey for almost 18 years and our relationship 
with Paul Vawdrey has been terrific. In fact, I’d say 
98 per cent of the G1 fleet consists of Vawdrey 
trailers,” he says.

“The great thing about Vawdrey is the level of 
detail that’s put into the trailer designs, and they’ll 
always build a trailer with all the features that are 

best suited to your operation. Their engineers are 
some of the industry’s best and that’s reflected 
well in the creativity and innovativeness of the 
finished product.”

He adds; “That’s why Vawdrey are where 
they are when it comes to elite trailer building 
because they don’t just develop reliable trailers 
that perform, but trailers that provides a safe and 

efficient way to handle, load and secure pallets 
of stock. In fact, Vawdrey have always been 
forthcoming with supporting GTS and G1 Logistics, 
and the needs of our customer base. Once you’re 
part of the Vawdrey family, they’ll look after you 
and that’s the foundation of good business.”

Wingliner B-Double delivery for G1 Logistics
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NEW 
PBS FREEZER VAN
2013 has been an action-packed year for the team at Vawdrey Australia. Driven by a strong 
focus on product innovation, the company not only cemented a leading position in the 
traditional trailer market, but also expanded in growth areas like PBS. Now the next highlight 
is about to be unleashed.

Although the nation’s largest privately held 
trailer manufacturing company owned 
the headlines in 2013 after passing the 

historical 30,000th‑build milestone and introducing 
the first‑ever Super B‑double in Victoria to 
operate outside the waterfront area, there is no 
sign of slowing down for Vawdrey Australia. 

In fact, the first ground‑breaking development 
of 2014 has already arrived: Expanding its rapidly 
growing Performance Based Standards (PBS) 
portfolio, Vawdrey has developed a 26‑pallet/20m 
version of its popular Iceliner model, which 
is now approved to operate in Victoria, NSW 
and QLD on all general access routes.

Built on behalf of Gippsland‑based family 
company, Covino Farms, the oversized van is widely 

recognised as the “next big thing” in the PBS arena. 
“PBS is not a new development and we’ve been 
a key player in the area for quite some time, but 
Vawdrey has never built a PBS‑approved freezer 
van before,” says Vawdrey Sales Consultant, Jim 
Reeves. “That’s a real game changer right there.”

According to Jim, it is Vawdrey’s philosophy 
to not just follow the masses, but actively 
push the boundaries of modern trailer 
design – the 20m Iceliner being the latest 
example. “Trailers of this nature demonstrate 
Vawdrey Australia’s commitment to continuous 
innovation and show why we are at the 
forefront of the Higher Productivity Freight 
Vehicles (HPFV) movement in Victoria.”

Jim explains that the evolution of the PBS 

scheme into the refrigerated transport market 
was only a “matter of time”, triggered by Covino 
Farm’s openness to embrace the all‑new concept.

Founded by Ugo and Maria Covino in 1972, 
Covino Farms is regarded as one of the largest 
producers of fresh vegetables and salads in 
Australia and organises the transportation of 
fresh produce to clients in Victoria, Sydney, 
Brisbane and Adelaide largely in‑house.

Now joined by Ugo and Maria’s children – 
Peter, Steven and Cathy – the company has 
ample experience in the transport game and 
proved to be the perfect partner to explore new 
high productivity opportunities. Having used 
Vawdrey’s Titeliner model since 2008, the Covino 
family was keen to explore the idea of having 

a purpose‑built refrigerated van as opposed 
to a classic B‑double combination when Jim 
Reeves first brought up the unusual concept.

Steven notes, “In our line of work, it’s all about 
finding the most ‘flexible’ solution possible. Using 
a B‑double means our drivers may have to detach 
the B‑trailer and leave it behind in a public area, 
and we want to avoid this inconvenience as much 
as possible. With just one trailer, we’ll have the 

flexibility to go anywhere and avoid taking up space, 
all while transporting more freight than before.”

But it wasn’t just the idea alone that captivated 
the Covino family. Vawdrey’s willingness to bring 
a prototype Iceliner on site, a move spearheaded 
by Jim, left them equally impressed. “We felt it 
was in Covino Farm’s best interest to test out 
the equipment in a real‑life scenario first. It’s 
one thing to send photos, diagrams and have 
lengthy phone conversations, but to give the 
client a clear understanding of how the unit will 
operate, they need to physically see it and run 
it themselves,” says Jim, who delivered the test 
trailer to Covino a month before the final decision 
to purchase two PBS Iceliners was made.

Even though the two 26‑pallet vans took 
some time for approval by key road governing 
bodies like the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator 
(NHVR), VicRoads and the Roads and Maritime 

Services (RMS) agency in NSW; Covino Farms 
knew the new concept would be the future of 
their fleet. “The order was placed in September, 
and both trailers were delivered and in service 
by December,” Steven recalls. “That is a quick 
turnaround considering all the requirements 
the trailers had to meet, but it was well worth 
the wait and they are currently being used to 
deliver fresh produce to our valued customers.”

Each tri‑axle Iceliner is fitted with a Thermo 
King SB‑330 refrigeration unit that can maintain 
temperatures as low as ‑18°C. To protect the stock 
on board, each Iceliner can boast a solid 120mm 
Styrofoam insulation on the heavy‑duty front 
walls and roof, combined with 40mm, Styrofoam‑
insulated sidewalls. The 120mm high‑profile 
aluminium airflow floor is fully insulated too and 
equipped with a non‑slip distribution surface for 
forklift use inside the van. The design is completed 
with a fully welded 5mm threshold plate. According 
to Jim, Vawdrey developed every element in‑house.

In addition, both trailers use all the latest 
in safety technology – including EBS/ABS 
units, side under‑run protection, LED lighting 
as well as Wabco’s tail guard technology to 
make reversing safer and more convenient. 
Both trailers run on super single tyres 
and feature BPW airbag suspension. 

“A lot of these features are standard on 
our Iceliner range, but some elements like 
side under‑run protection were added to meet 
the strict PBS guidelines,” says Jim. “The 
result is outstanding – Covino Farms can 
now maximise the payload per run without 
switching to a B‑double, having peace of 
mind that their drivers are operating one of 
the safest trailers on the road,” Jim says.

With both trailers now in operation, 
Covino Farms can already see the bottom‑line 
effect PBS will bring to the family business. “The 
major advantage is added flexibility. Running a 
single trailer means we occupy less space at our 
drop off points, keep our costs down and boost 
our efficiency at the same time. We’re proud 
to be the recipient of Vawdrey’s first‑ever PBS 
Iceliner; in fact, we are so happy with the trailers 
that we have just placed an order for two more.”
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“ PBS is not a new development and we’ve been a key player 
in the area for quite some time, but Vawdrey has never built a 
PBS-approved freezer van before. That’s a real game changer 
right there. ”
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E N G I N E E R I N G

EXCELLENCE
Before starting production on any trailer, 

Vawdrey uses the latest in three‑dimensional 
computer‑aided design applications to 

formulate its blueprints. “Our engineering team is 
working tirelessly in‑house to ensure our client’s 
transport operation is efficient, safe and cost‑
effective,” Alastair Lang, Vawdrey General Manager 
states. “To support them, we have invested heavily 
in the latest in engineering and 3D design software 
that ensures the structural integrity of all our trailer 
designs are built to the highest quality standard.”

The software allows Vawdrey’s engineers to 
work closely with the customer in identifying if 
the specified prime mover and trailer can meet 
legal build requirements. These calculations 
are then submitted back to the customer for 
approval. “Tare weight is critical for many of 
today’s fleets, which is why we’ll make sure the 
customer is 110 per cent happy with the design 
before we start building,” says Alastair Lang. 

To help complete the trailer building process, 
Vawdrey also has a Finite Element Analysis (FEA) 
package that is useful for stress analysis and to 
evaluate critical structural design elements. “Our 
engineers use the FEA to simulate a variety of 
stresses on the trailer, which includes seeing how it 
will cope with extreme heavy loads to punishing off‑
road conditions and accelerated aging,” Alastair says.

“For example, using the FEA allows our 
engineers to ensure the front and rear structural 

members are tapered because the software 
will show that this alleviates stress points 
throughout the trailer, creating a stronger 
framework and a lighter vehicle in the process.”

According to Alastair, Vawdrey will put 
the trailer through a number of simulated 
tests to help optimise the final design. 

“This gives us a clear indication of how the 
trailer will react under real world conditions. 

If some of the equipment or gear doesn’t 
meet the requirements, then we can make 
the right modifications to it,” he says.

“In a trailer building market that is 
always changing, you either keep up with 
technological advances or you set the 
standard yourself. If that leads to improving 
the overall design of the trailer, then we won’t 
hesitate to bring in the latest software.” 

Vawdrey trailers are some of the most recognisable heavy vehicles running on today’s roads. 
But what most people don’t realise is the level of preparation that goes into each design.  
The ingenuity and engineering prowess shown during this phase are arguably Vawdrey’s 
greatest strength. 


